WEBOGRAPHY:  WORLD RELIGIONS

Grade 8 Socials Project

	Timeline: Origin of World Religions 
	  

	On this page you will find an easy-to-read timeline of twelve of the worlds major religions. (Some earlier religions of Native American and Australian Aborigine people are not included.) The timeline is divided into three categories. Near East, India, and China/Japan. You will also find the traditional dates for the birth and death of the founder of each religion listed. Click onto any one of the twelve religions for a detailed account on the history of the religion, as well as a list of articles on some of the sacred texts for that religion. 

	Topic: Religions 

	URL:  http://www.sacred-texts.com/time/origtime.htm 
	


	World Religions 
	

	The major world religious groups most people recognize are Christianity, Judaism, Hinduism, Islam, and Buddhism. "The Internet Sacred Test Archive" hosts this site on World Religions and topics regarding religion. You can research less known religious topics such as, Celtic Beliefs, Shamanism, Native American Religions, Pacific Islander Religions, and African Religions here as well. This is an electronic archive on religion, mythology, legends, folklore and more. As you research these religions, you will find more and more topics to 

	Topic: Religions 

	URL:  http://www.sacred-texts.com/world.htm 
	


	World Religions in Art 
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	Buddhism, Islam, Judaism, Christianity and Hinduism are represented in thousands of works of art at the Minneapolis Museum of Art. These works were made for worship or for religious rituals. Click on the name of one of the religions to see the art objects and to find out more about them. There is also background information about each religion's origins and beliefs. The site lets you add objects you view to your own collection so you can email the images to yourself or to someone else. 

	Topic: Art and religion 

	URL:  http://www.artsmia.org/world-religions/ 
	


______________________________________________________________________________

Christianity

Christianity
	The Bible is, without question, one of the most known pieces of writing ever. The World Almanac for Kids helps simplify the massive text that is the Bible into something more accessible to children interested in learning about the religion. The opening page of the site sets up and outlines subtopics which include the doctrine, practice, and history of Christianity. Each subtopic has a variety of details that allow children to pick and choose which sections to examine at a given time so they do not become overwhelmed by trying to tackle the entire thing. 

	Topic: Christianity 

	URL:  http://www.worldalmanacforkids.com/WAKI-ViewArticle.aspx?pin=x-ch133800a&article_id=509&chapter_id=11&chapter_title=Religion&article_title=Christianity 
	


	Christianity 
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	The life of Jesus Christ is central to the teachings on Christianity, as he is considered to be the savior of all the people who believe in Christianity. The focus of this web site is on Christianity itself, which includes sections on Jesus Christ and his life, the apostles, and many other subjects relevant to this faith. There are quite a few links on this site for you to follow to get more information as well. 

	Topic: Christianity--History, Jesus Christ 

	URL:  http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/religion/christians/christianity.htm
	


	Christianity: History 
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	Whether or not you are a Christian, you have likely heard of Jesus. Christianity began with this man 2000 years ago and his impact has impacted the entirety of the world. This page offers a simple overview of early Christianity from Jesus' birth in Bethlehem to his death and the early church to the split between Catholic and Orthodox beliefs. There are three pages to this series but they are all brief, easy to read, and helpful if you are interested in Jesus and the early Christian church. 

	Topic: Christianity--History 

	URL:  http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/history/ 
	


Hinduism

	Hinduism

The World Almanac for Kids provides a report on Hinduism. The contents are accessible at the top of the page where you can read about the fundamental philosophies of Hinduism such as texts, philosophy, Gods, worship, and ritual. You can also read about the history of Hinduism such as Vedic civilization, classical Hindu civilization, the rise of devotional movements, Medieval Hinduism, and the 19th and 20th centuries. The contents can be read from top to bottom or you can jump to the topic of your choice. 

	Topic: Hinduism 

	URL:  http://www.worldalmanacforkids.com/WAKI-ViewArticle.aspx?pin=x-hi070300a&article_id=508&chapter_id=11&chapter_title=Religion&article_title=Hinduism
	


	Hinduism 
	  [image: image5.png]




	A compilation of Aryan and indigenous religious practices, Hinduism has grown over the past 4,000 year to become the major religion of India. Discover the many different aspects and beliefs of this religion as well as a little about the deities Vishnu and Durga. The developing nature of Hinduism in the government of modern India is discussed as is the influence of Buddhism and Jainism in the country. Click on blue words in the text to learn more about that aspect of Hinduism. 

	Topic: Hinduism 

	URL:  http://kids.yahoo.com/reference/encyclopedia/entry?id=Hinduism
	


	Brahmanism 
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	If you have studied the Hindu religion, you may also have come across some information on a religion called Brahmanism, which is one of the forms of Hinduism. This web site begins with the words, "Brahmanism is an early form of Hinduism which developed its worship and philosophy from the Vedas", and goes on to explain the intricacies of this ancient religion and the people who faithfully follow it. The Vedas are also explained in more detail here. 

	Topic: Brahmanism, Hinduism 

	URL:  http://www.theologyprofessor.com/belief-systems/brahmanism.php
	


___________________________________________________________________________

Islam

	Islam 
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	Here is everything you have ever wanted to know about Islam in one web site. You can discover exactly 

what kind of religion Islam is, what books are studied, and what the followers of Islam believe. Learn 

about prayer, fasting, and religions pilgrimages as well as how the religion has been affected by popular 

Western culture. You can also study the history of Muhammad, and learn about the different cultures 

within the larger Islam community. 

	Topic: Islam 

	URL:  http://www.worldalmanacforkids.com/WAKI-ViewArticle.aspx?pin=x-is045700a&article_id=507&chapter_id=11&chapter_title=Religion&article_title=Islam
	


	Islam 
	  [image: image9.png]




	The Royal Embassy of Saudi Arabia in Washington, D.C., put together this lesson about Islam that introduces the religion that believes that Allah is the Supreme Creator. In addition to the five pillars of Islam, the five daily prayers are listed. There are stringent rules to be followed when offering the daily prayers, including specific time, location, and dress requirements. You can also find out about the holy Mosques in Makkah and Medina, which are two of the most sacred Islamic locations. 

	Topic: Islam 

	URL:  http://www.saudiembassy.net/about/country-information/Islam/ 
	


	Islamism 
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	Those who hold the political ideology of Islamism believe that Islam should be the basis of both religious and political life. They believe state laws should be based on Islamic laws, Muslims need to follow traditional teachings, and Western influence is anti-Islamic. The rule of God is seen as superior to the rule of man and so Islamic rule is incompatible with democracy. Discover how they justify attacking both Western states and Muslim states not under Islamic rule. Investigate some of the people associated with Islamism ideology. Find out what percentage of Muslims are considered Islamists or Jihadists. 

	Topic: Islam and politics 

	URL:  http://www.mideastweb.org/Middle-East-Encyclopedia/islamism.htm
	


	Islamic Art 
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	The Islamic art that is represented within the Metropolitan Museum ranges in date from the seventh to the nineteenth century and reflects a wide overview of the history of Islamic art. This site talks about the different kinds of art that are on display, including an assemblage of miniature paintings from the courts of Iran and Mughal India as well as ceramic, textiles, carpets, glasswork and metalwork from all over the Islamic world, including Egypt, Syria and Mesopotamia. 

	Topic: Art, Islamic, Islamic art 

	URL:  http://www.metmuseum.org/collections/department.asp?dep=14
	


____________________________________________________________________________

Judaism
	Judaism 
	[image: image12.png]




	Judaism is the oldest monotheistic religion, and you will learn about its origins on this web site. The Jewish people trace their origin to the covenant between Abraham and God in about 1900 BCE. Find out how the religion developed, prospered, and spread. You will also learn about some of the struggles of the Jewish people and the organizational structure of the religion. This site includes helpful lists of "Key Movements," "Key Beliefs," and "Key Festivals." 

	Topic: Judaism, Judaism--History 

	URL:  http://www.abc.net.au/religion/stories/s796551.htm 
	


	Movements of Judaism 
	 [image: image13.png]




	The different sects of Judaism are referred to as movements. On this web site, you will learn about the different movements in Judaism throughout the history of the religion. Going back to the time of the Maccabean revolt, which is the basis of the story of Chanukkah, this site explains the cultural and historical influences that affected different developments in Judaism. If you want deeper information or explanations, you can click on the many links leading you to related sites. You will learn about all the major movements in Judaism through the twentieth century. 

	Topic: Judaism, Judaism--History 

	URL:  http://www.jewfaq.org/movement.htm 
	


	Judaism 101 
	   [image: image14.png]




	The Table of Contents for this site alone is an education in Judaism. Divided into three levels, basic, intermediate and advanced and then into categories of Ideas, People, Places, Things, Words, Deeds, Times, Life Cycle (milestones and celebrations throughout life) and a Reference section of common prayers and terminology make this site very complete. Links defining words used are throughout adding a great deal of understanding to those studying Judaism for the first time. 

	Topic: Judaism--Customs and practices 

	URL:  http://www.jewfaq.org/
	


	Description of Judaism 
	   [image: image15.png]




	The Jewish people trace their roots to the covenant established between God and Abraham around 2000 BCE. On this web site you will learn about how the religion has developed and evolved since then. Learn about the different sects that were formed in the Middle East and how they spread throughout the world. You will learn about some of the persecutions of the Jews throughout history and why the Zionist movement was started. This web site also contains lists of Jewish beliefs, practices, and movements. 

	Topic: Judaism, Judaism--History 

	URL:  http://www.religioustolerance.org/jud_desc.htm
	


Paganism
	Christian Feast Days and Their Relationship to Pagan Holidays 
	   [image: image16.png]
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	Pagan holidays were community celebrations and rituals, done to appease the gods or celebrate to the success of the whole village. Since early Christians remained part of these villages and their social celebrations, church officials chose to place holidays near the existing celebrations, even using some of the same symbols to celebrate the new faith. Christmas, the birth of Christ, was not celebrated in the early church, but was eventually placed near the celebration of Saturnalia, a celebration of sun worship. Easter, the celebration of Christ's resurrection, was placed at the Vernal Equinox. 

	Topic: Religious holidays 

	URL:  http://www.nvcc.edu/home/lshulman/Rel232/resource/RileyPaper.htm
	


	l Saints and All Souls 
	  [image: image18.png]




	The origins and meanings of All Saints Day and All Souls Day are explained at the web site of the Catholic Education Resource Center. The information at the site describes how these special days evolved in the life of the Catholic Church and also tells how they developed independent of paganism and Halloween. Learn the reason for establishing a common feast day and see what customs are common for each day. There is discussion about the pagan connection to these days. 

	Topic: All Saints' Day, All Souls' Day 

	URL:  http://www.catholiceducation.org/articles/religion/re0199.html 
	


	Shinto

An Introduction to Shinto 
	

	Although most religions require their followers to only study that one religion, this is not the case with a religion called Shinto that is held in high regard in Japan. In fact, "in Japan a person may in good conscience be a Buddhist, a Confucian, and a member of a Shinto sect at the same time." On this web site you will find a terrific introduction to the Shinto religion, their core beliefs, and more. 

	Topic: Shinto 

	Shinto 
	

	The Shinto religion evolved out of the ancient Japanese people's relationship with the natural cycles of the land and people. Without a founder, sacred books, or the promise of an afterlife, this religion found deities among the rivers and trees. Early rituals concerned agriculture and were held in sacred outdoor sites. Over time, shrines and other architectural structures were created for worship. Deities began to be represented in art and sacred objects, with mirrors, swords, and other representations, often hidden within the shrines. 
	

	Topic: Shinto, Shinto art 
	

	URL:  http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/shin/hd_shin.htm
	


	Sacred Spaces in Shinto 
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	Are you ready to discover the Japanese religion Shinto? Deeply rooted in pre-historic Japanese religious and agricultural practices you will see many examples of Shinto structures that celebrate this history. Discover Buddhist influences on their structures, various holy places, the purpose of Shinto structures, practices in the religion, and much more. Click the next button at the bottom of the page to continue or simply click one of the subjects at the top to skip ahead. 

	Topic: Shinto, Shinto art 

	URL:  http://orias.berkeley.edu/visuals/japan_visuals/shintoB.HTM
	


Sikhism
	Sikhism 
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	If you are trying to find a simple but comprehensive explanation of Sikhism, look at this web site. You will learn about the origin, the history, and the spread of this relatively young monotheistic religion. Find out about the important gurus who have guided the Sikhs since the fifteenth century. Discover what their key beliefs are and what key festivals they celebrate. You will also learn how Sikhism is similar to Hinduism but how it is opposed to parts of the caste system. 

	Topic: Sikhism, Sikhs 

	URL:  http://www.abc.net.au/religion/stories/s798009.htm
	


	Sikhism 
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	Enter the world of Sikhism by visiting this web site. You will learn about the important gurus who have guided faithful Sikhs since the founding of the religion and what each one has contributed to Sikhism. Read the featured articles to learn more about the Khalsa, the name for dedicated and observant Sikhs, and about specific teachings about suffering, death, and true love. You also can access video and audio presentations on Sikh teaching and festivals from this site. 

	Topic: Sikhism, Sikhs 

	URL:  http://www.srigurugranthsahib.org/ 
	


	Sikhism 
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	Use the World Religions Photo Library to locate images of people and places connected to the Sikhism religion. A brief overview explains a bit about the founding of the religion and tells what the Sikh people believe. You can learn how many people in the world practice this religion and where these people live. Colorful photographs in the library both show and describe some of the customs and places important to this religion. The site also has images and information for other religions. 

	Topic: Sikhism, Sikhs 

	URL:  http://www.worldreligions.co.uk/sikhism.html 
	


	The Sikhism Home Page 
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	The Sikhism Home Page has several categories to choose from. An introduction to the religion is provided. The origin and development of Sikhism can be researched. This section includes information on the Sikh Gurus; the Sikh Saints; historical Gurdwaras of Punjab; and the tragic 1984 invasion and desecration of the holiest shrine in Sikhism, the Golden Temple complex. Read about the philosophy and scriptures as well as the views of the Gurus regarding women. The Sikh way of life is explained. Resources are available. 

	Topic: Sikhism, Sikhs 

	URL:  http://www.sikhs.org/topics.htm 
	

	_______________________________________________________________________

Taoism 

Taoism 
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	An abundant amount on information on Taoism can be located in an article from the Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy. An elaborate introduction is followed by an interactive table of contents. You have the choice of accessing specific information on the various forms of Taoism, its origins, and its relation to other religions and philosophies or reading the article from beginning to end. Frequently asked questions that are commonly explored in current times are also examined. Additional resources are available. 

	Topic: Taoism 

	URL:  http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/taoism/ 
	


Taoism

	The second of three Chinese religions, Taoism, emerged from the philosophical doctrines of Lao-tze. An article from Catholic Encyclopedia examines the meaning of Lao-tze and the legend behind the name. It also provides readers with detailed information that explains what Taoism is and its history. Throughout the article many Chinese words are used, but they are also explained. There are also a great deal of hyperlinks that allow you to learn more about any of the selected words or phrases. 

	Topic: Taoism 

	URL:  http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/14446b.htm
	


	Taoism 
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	Around 600 B.C. there lived a man names Lao Tsu. It is supposed that his beliefs and philosophy to life were the beginning of Taoism. "Tao means the 'way' or the 'path'." He believed that every living thing in the universe shared one life force, and people should not struggle in life, but do things the natural way. "There were two sides to the life-force, which are called the yin and the yang." Look at the picture of the familiar symbol for the yin and yang on this site. This article is easy for young elementary students to understand. 

	Topic: Philosophers, Philosophy, Taoism 

	URL:  http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/china/philosophy/taoism.htm
	


	Taoism and the Arts of China 
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	Art illustrating the Taoist religion can be seen at this exhibit from the Art Institute of Chicago. Understand the philosophies of Taoism, and then explore the themes of the exhibit, including the origins of Taoism, sacred mountains, Taoist immortals, and others. Many works of art and diagrams are available to view. There is a map of China and a timeline outlining China's dynasties. You can also find related lesson plan ideas and a glossary of important terms. 

	Topic: Art, Chinese, Chinese art, Taoism 

	URL:  http://www.artic.edu/taoism/menu.php 
	


______________________________________________________________________________

	Zoroastrianism

Zoroastrianism 
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	You can learn about Zoroastrianism, one of the world's oldest monotheistic religions, from the BBC's Religion and Ethics web site. Find out about the beliefs of Zoroastrianism, which was found about 3500 years ago in ancient Iran. Zoroastrians believe there is one God called Ahura Mazda and that he revealed the truth through the prophet Zoroaster. Discover how the followers of this faith worship, what their holy days and rituals are, and why the religion revolves around home and community. 

	Topic: Zoroastrianism 

	URL:  http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/zoroastrian/
	


	Zoroastrianism 
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	Founded by Zoroaster, take a look at the origins, religious beliefs, history, and writings of Zoroastrianism. With roots in northern Iran, Zoroastrianism focused on the harvest and domestic animals, with one god, Ahura Mazdah. It eventually incorporated aspects of Persian gods, considering them good and evil spirits, under the control of Ahura Mazdah or Ahriman. Their sacred book is the Avesta, an ancient, fragmentary text. Few still practice Zoroastrianism since the rise of Islam, but it did influence Judaism and Gnostic Christianity. 

	Topic: Zoroastrianism 

	URL:  http://www.factmonster.com/ce6/society/A0853501.html 
	


	Zoroastrianism 
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	If you are learning about Zoroastrianism, be sure to visit the United Religions Initiative web site. You will find quick facts about this ancient, monotheistic religion, which was founded between 2000 and 1800 B.C.E. You will also find longer essays about the history and development of Zoroastrianism and how it functions in the modern world. You can find out about the important rituals and beliefs of Zoroastrianism and what this Eastern religion has contributed to Western thought. 

	Topic: Zoroastrianism 

	URL:  http://www.uri.org/Zoroastrianism.html 
	


	World Religions: Zoroastrianism 
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	The Archdiocese of Los Angeles provides information on world religions, and you can learn about Zoroastrianism on this web page. You will follow the history of Zoroastrianism from its beginning in Persia around 1800 B.C.E. up to the present time. Discover why Zoroastrianism was such a new and different religion since it was based on the concept of one God instead of many. You will also find out that Zoroastrianism stresses making conscious choices to choose the righteous path. You will learn new words that are unique to this ancient religion. 

	Topic: Zoroastrianism 

	URL:  http://www.archdiocese.la/ecumenical/religions/zoroastrianism.html 
	


